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We are pleased to inform you about the 4th IMA Symposium 

 
 
 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The next international meeting of anthracology, the 4th IMA, will be held in Brussels, from 
September 8 to September 13, 2008. The scientific sessions will occur at the Royal Belgian 
Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS), in the Main Building of the Museum of Natural Sciences 
(www.naturalsciences.be), located near the city centre and which contains meeting rooms of 
various sizes, ranging from large auditorium (150 seats) to medium-sized and smaller lecture 
rooms. The congress is hosted by the Belgian anthracologists and palaeobotanists from the 
Department of Palaeontology of the RBINS (Brussels).  
 
Organising Committee 
Freddy DAMBLON – Head of the 4th IMA Symposium, Head of Section Palaeobotany, RBINS  
Mona COURT-PICON – Post Doc Researcher, RBINS    
Adriano VANDERSYPEN – Secretary, RBINS  
Aurélie SALAVERT – PhD Student, RBINS / University of Paris I (France)   
Cécile BAETEMAN – Researcher, RBINS / Hoofddocent, University of Gent   
Hans BEECKMAN – Head of the Xylarium, Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA)    
Philippe GERRIENNE – FNRS Researcher, University of Liège   
Johan YANS – Professor, University (FUNDP) of Namur  
 
Scientific Committee and Consultative Group 
Ernestina BADAL GARCIA – Professor, University of Valencia (Spain)  
Hans BEECKMAN – Head of the Xylarium, Royal Museum for Central Africa (Belgium)    
Christopher CARCAILLET – CNRS Researcher, University of Montpellier (France)  
Freddy DAMBLON – Head of the Section Palaeobotany, RBINS (Belgium)    
Barbara EICHHORN – Researcher, University of Frankfurt (Germany)   
Isabel FIGUEIRAL – CNRS Researcher, University of Montpellier (France)   
Girolamo FIORENTINO – Researcher, University of Lecce (Italy)  
Philippe GERRIENNE – FNRS Researcher, University of Liège (Belgium)    
Dominique MARGUERIE – CNRS Researcher, University of Rennes (France)  
Oliver NELLE – Professor, Christian-Albrechts University of Kiel (Germany)   
Marcel OTTE – Professor, University of Liège (Belgium)    
Mitchell POWER – Researcher, University of Edinburgh (Scotland, UK)  
Andrew SCOTT – Professor, Royal Holloway University of London (UK)  
Stéphanie THIEBAULT – CNRS Researcher, University of Paris 10 (France)  
Jacques VERNIERS – Professor, University of Gent (Belgium) 
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2. PROVISIONAL PROGRAM 
 
Symposium 

Research on charcoal has now reached a mature stage with a lot of new data on 
charcoalification, transportation, deposition and preservation processes of the charred material in 
sediment archives from silt, loess, soils, peat, coal seams, lakes, bottom oceans, to archaeological 
sites. Not only wood was carbonised but also a large set of plant organs as leaves, stems, flowers, 
fruits or seeds which provided information on various evolution processes and ecological 
conditions. Experiments were implemented to better understand and interpret such phenomena 
both in air and water, while ring character records were used for further ecological and climatic 
approaches and detection of disturbances by natural or human action.  

Today, charcoal analysis finds application in evolutionary botany, palaeoclimatology, 
palaeoecology, wildfire history, coal seam formation, archaeology, ethnography, past wood 
management and economy, past forest, heaths and grassland management, insect wood 
parasitology, etc. 

Now it is time to make the state of the art and brain storming with the new available results. 
We are sure you are looking forward to confront your ideas and promote your results, system and 
work team.  

 
The 5 conference days, September 8-12, will be organised in 5 thematic sections of oral and 

poster presentations, setting side by side with 2 workshops and one course given in another 
lecture room. The oral sessions will take place in the large auditorium of the Museum, whereas the 
poster sessions will be held during the coffee breaks in a special room.  

 
Sections :    1. Methods, taphonomy, dating 

2. Pre-Quaternary charcoal 
3. Archaeo-ethno-anthracology 
4. Pedo-anthracology  
5. Climato-anthracology 

Workshops :    1. Constitution of a global anthracological database  
 2. Creation of an International Association of Anthracology 

Course :    1. Course on the recognition and use of recent and fossil charcoal  
 
General Program 

The opening ceremony will be held on Monday morning, September 8, and will end with the 
evening icebreaker party. During five days, a great diversity of anthracological and palaeobotanical 
topics will be offered in the over 5 oral and poster sections at the congress. Each plenary session 
will feature a keynote speaker, and poster sessions will be held in the coffee break room. A daily 
series of plenary lectures on anthracology, palaeontology, archaeology and palaeoenvironment, 
especially on interdisciplinary areas, will be offered as well as a workshop on database and a 
course on wood anatomy in separate rooms. 

Two mid-congress optional evening visits are proposed to the participants : a visit of the 
Royal Museum for Central Africa (Africamuseum, RMCA, Tervuren, 
http://www.metafro.be/xylarium) is planned for Tuesday 9 in the evening, including the exploration 
of the “knock the wood” exhibition and the discovery of the xylarium (one of the richest in the 
world). The second visit is arranged for the evening of Wednesday 10 to the National Botanical 
Garden of Belgium (NBGB, Meise, http://www.br.fgov.be/PUBLIC/GENERAL/index.html). The 
Congress Dinner is scheduled for Thursday September 11 in the evening, and will take place at the 
Museum of Natural Sciences with a view on the largest Dinosaur’s gallery of Europe. The closing 
ceremony of the congress will be held on the afternoon of Friday, September 12. On the Post-
Congress Excursion on Saturday, September 13, an all-day field trip will be offered, including tours 
to the Lower Cretaceous quarry of Hautrage (Mons basin) and the Middle to Upper Palaeolithic 
Scladina cave at Sclayn (Meuse basin, nearby Namur). 
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Scientific Sections 
 
Section 1. Methods, taphonomy, dating 

Anthracology begins with field work. How to understand stratigraphy? How to excavate and 
organize a sampling strategy? How to take samples, to record them for a database? How to extract 
charcoal fragments from sediment and remove any clay matrix from charcoal pieces, to clean them 
for microscope examination, to count fragments, present and discuss the results? All these simple 
questions seem evident but may have important implications in the quality of the results and 
discussion.  

Who has not been faced to the question of sub-sampling a big charcoal concentration, for 
example in a Roman site? How to count microcharcoal from a lake sequence?  

What is the influence of the taphonomic processes on the preservation state of charred wood 
structures? What is the meaning of melted or vitrinised wood structures in some charcoal 
assemblages: the answer could vary according to the local conditions and the period 
considered...What was the role of bacterial activities on wood in anoxic conditions? How can we 
interpret an assemblage of charcoalified wood preserved in alluvial systems?  

Concerning radiocarbon dating on charcoal, we are often dealing with hundreds dates of 
unequal accuracy and precision from which a critical evaluation may lead to put aside more than 
the half of them. How many specialists are still simply working with a mean value between a set of 
dates from an archaeological layer: a dangerous operation when a part of the material is suspected 
to have been reworked, transported, redeposited, mixed with younger material and collected by 
man along a river... And how many are presently applying a direct inappropriate software 
calibration of their dates? 

This picture appears a little too black and exaggerated but it summarizes a set of questions 
which needs to be debated within the framework of this first section. 
 
Section 2. Pre-Quaternary charcoal 

Charcoal in archaeological context actually represent only an infinitesimal part of carbonized 
plant remains in sediments. Most of charcoal constitutes remnants of wild fire since the origin of life 
on dry land. Some of them are still in place as local fire testimony; others were reworked, 
transported by rivers or by sea streams and often form mixtures of different origins. An example of 
this will be discussed during the excursion on the Wealden site (Cretaceous) of Hautrage (see 
below).  

What can tell us tree rings and other wood structures about climates and other environmental 
conditions in the past geological periods? What is the importance of burnt wood and other charred 
plant remains in Devonian or Carboniferous fossil assemblages and what do they say about plant 
evolution? How to do the link between burnt wood structures and charred fruit or leave remains in 
a given geological layer? New results from the last decades give new light on theses questions that 
will be discussed in Section 2, notably by A. Scott from The Royal Holloway University of London 
(keynote lecture) and by the school of Liège.  

 
Section 3. Archaeo-ethno-anthracology 

Since the middle of the 20th century, a long tradition of anthracological research deals with 
archaeology, notably due to the fact that the majority of charcoal concentrations were found in 
human settlement sites from the Palaeolithic to the Middle Ages. Methodologies for anthracology 
were first developed in archaeological context and have led to major results on the use of wood 
resources for fuel, building, making tools, and on various domestic and religious practices, briefly 
what we name wood economy.  

Another goal was to give information on past environment from the association of taxa in 
charcoal assemblages. However, such a process cannot be used without a minimum of caution, 
simply because charcoal represents essentially the ligneous component of the vegetation, while 
burnt herbaceous charred plant debris remain rather rare in archaeological sites (if we except fruits 
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and seeds). Other factors are determining for drawing an eventual evolution of past vegetation 
recorded in archaeological sites, among which the accuracy of charcoal identification and a fine 
approach of the stratigraphy, a fundamental factor too often neglected in vegetation dynamics 
reconstructions.  

Nowadays, the work is upgrading to multiproxy studies allowing the integration of charcoal 
data in a wider palaeobotanical approach connected with diverse geological and geophysical 
disciplines. This approach recently allowed to gain accurate information on the woody flora in 
Eurasia during the Pleistocene, including refuge areas, to collect safe charcoal material for 
radiocarbon dating, to draw up ways of migration of taxa across continents during the climatic 
improvement periods and to compare charcoal data with pollen records in reconstructing past 
vegetation. Such problematic will also be discussed during the excursion to the Scladina cave at 
Sclayn (see below).  

 
Section 4. Pedo-anthracology 

Charcoal is preserved in soils and palaeosols. Here too, a lot of questions arise. What is the 
meaning of charcoal assemblages in such conditions? Are we able to reconstruct an evolution of 
the environment from a soil or have we to state a mixture and fragmentation of the material by the 
action of worms and micromammals in the A & B-horizons?  

Several studies have shown that the facts are in between, notably in mountainous areas 
where the deforestation stages can be reconstructed and the upper treeline evolution, due to the 
impact of human activities or climate variation, evaluated thanks to multiproxy data including 
charcoal and pollen records.  

For the Holocene, pedo-anthracology remains the only discipline which allows to control the 
local occurrence of some forest taxa whose pollen grains are subject either to long distance 
transport (Pinaceae) or to a low production (Rosaceae, Malaceae).  

By another way, charcoal in soils constitute a good testimony of ancient agropastoral or 
industrial practices as accidental fire in forest land, use of fire for forest management and widening 
pasture lands, using hearth for heating and cooking, making charcoal fuel for metallurgy, etc. 
 
Section 5. Climato-anthracology 

In archaeological sites, charcoal most often forms biased assemblages by human selection 
or handling. Even when it is safely identified, a set of charcoal fragments represents only a part of 
the local or regional woody flora. When diversified, a charcoal assemblage in natural contexts may 
be estimated as illustrative of a type of climate (arctic, boreal, temperate,...), but not if the set of 
taxa is too low. However, when dealing with long sequences, it is possible to record some changes 
in charcoal assemblages that come from variations in vegetation and climatic conditions, as in 
Southern France, Spain, Italy and even in Belgium where shifts from interglacial to glacial and to 
interstadial episodes have been observed. An example of this will be also given during the 
excursion to Scladina cave (see below).  

The problem becomes more complicated concerning pleniglacial periods that show rapid 
climatic oscillations, which are too short for inducing significant qualitative modifications in the 
woody flora and vegetation. Therefore, multiproxies are needed to put in evidence such short 
events as they are sealed in loess for example. In this case, and combined with pedostratigraphy, 
anthracology becomes a very efficient tool providing good quality material for 14C dating and useful 
information on past flora, vegetation and climate.  

Charcoal and charred remains are also preserved in wet conditions, including peat and lake 
deposits. In peat bogs, they may be the result of running fire that had charred organs like stems, 
leaves, flowers, fruits or seeds. Microfragments are present too but they cannot be identified apart 
exceptions. Their amount with regard to the sediment mass can be used for estimating the 
intensity and frequency of fires. 

Microanthracology is also applied in marine records by comparing the amount of 
microcharcoal in each layer of a sequence. But quantification and interpretation of the data lead to 
controversies, notably due to possible reworking and difficulties in the identification of the potential 
charcoal sources on the continent.  
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Plenary Lectures 
Professor Dr Fritz Schweingruber (Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape 

Research, Birmensdorf, Switzerland)  
“The ecologcial interpretation of wood findings (charcoal, fossil wood, fossil logs) in a worldwide context”  

Professor Dr Andrew Scott (University of London, Great Britain)  
“Charcoal in deep time and the role of fire in Earth System Processes”  

Doctor Stéphanie Thiébault (University of Paris, France)  
“Archaeological charcoal records: experience and perspectives”  

Professor Dr Paul Haesaerts (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Free University of 
Brussels, Belgium)  
“Long loess sequences with charcoal in Eurasia : Their implication in the chronology of the Upper 
Pleistocene climate record”  

Doctor Mitchell Power (University of Edinburg, Scotland)  
“The importance of databases in anthracology and possible connection with other databases in 
Palaeobotany”  

 
Post-Congress Scientific Excursion 

The all-day post-congress excursion is planned for Saturday, September 13. A bus will take 
off the participants in front of the main building of the Museum of Natural Sciences at 8.30 am and 
bring them back to the same place around 19.30 pm.  

A picnic lunch will be offered to the participants at the Sclayn locality. Pair of boots and a 
windcheater are strongly recommended because of the humid environments of the visited sites. 

Maps and other details will be given soon. A guide book of the excursion will be provided to 
the participants. 
 
Program of the excursion 
The field trip will be divided in two parts: 

In the morning, visit of the clay/sand quarry of Hautrage (Mons basin) of the Wealden (Lower 
Cretaceous, Barremian/Aptian: about 130 - 112 Ma). The site is estimated to be contemporaneous 
to the site of Bernissart which contained the famous Iguanodons exposed at the RBINS Museum. 
New investigations were performed at the occasion of new drilling at Bernissart, while other 
Wealden sites were investigated, notably Hautrage with a very rich fossil plant flora. Not only 
leaves and fruits were found but also big pieces of trunks, some of them being charcoalified, and 
deposited in an alluvial context. The main results will be presented by the multidisciplinary team 
from Namur, Mons, Liège, Brussels, Paris and Lyon.  

In the afternoon, visit of the Scladina cave at Sclayn (Meuse basin, nearby Namur). This 
Middle to Upper Palaeolithic site is well known by the human remains of Neandertal type. But the 
main interest of the site lies in a very fine pedostratigraphic study which allowed to understand the 
sedimentary dynamics and to carry out a multiproxy study project combining sedimentology, 
micromorphology, geochemistry, anthracology, palynology, 14C dating, magnetic susceptibility, 
macro- and micromammal studies. Preliminary results show a very good coherence between each 
discipline notably due to a high precision sampling in a detailed long sequence that may be 
compared with the long Upper Pleistocene cave sequence of Walou (Vesdre basin) and with the 
Belgian loess sequence.  
 
Organisation Committee of the post-congress excursion 
Freddy DAMBLON – Head of Section Palaeobotany, RBINS (Belgium)    
Mona COURT-PICON – Post Doc Researcher, RBINS (Belgium)     
Stéphane PIRSON – Scientific Collaborator, RBINS (Belgium)    
Paul SPAGNA – Assistant, Faculté Polytechnique de Mons (Belgium)   
Jean DEJAX – Professor, Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle de Paris (France)   
Bernard GOMEZ – Maître de Conférences, University of Lyon I (France)    
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Thomas GERARDS – Scientific Collaborator, University of Liège (Belgium)    
Philippe GERRIENNE – FNRS Researcher, University of Liège (Belgium)    
Johan YANS – Professor, University (FUNDP) of Namur (Belgium)    
Dominique BONJEAN – President of the ASBL "Scladina" Association (Belgium)   

 
Provisional Timetable 
 
Sunday September 7th 2008 
16h00-19h00 : Welcome the first participants in the main hall of the Museum (control of registration, 

payment, distribution of small cases with documents, badges, etc.) 
 
Monday September 8th 2008 
08h00-10h00 : Welcome the participants in the main hall of the Museum (control of registration, payment, 

distribution of small cases with documents, badges, etc.) 

Large Auditorium 

10h00-10h15 : Congress opening and welcome speech of Ms C. PISANI, General Director of the RBINS  

Section 1: Methods, taphonomy, dating 
10h20-11h00 : Keynote Lecture 1 (F. Schweingruber) 
11h00-11h50 : Coffee break and poster session 1 
11h50-12h50 : Oral communications 
12h50-14h20 : Lunch 
14h20-15h40 : Oral communications 
15h40-16h30 : Coffee break and poster session 1 
16h30-17h50 : Oral communications 
19h30 :            Welcome drink 

Free evening  
 
Tuesday September 9th 2008 
Large Auditorium 

Section 2: Pre-Quaternary charcoal 
09h10-09h50 : Keynote Lecture 2 (A. Scott) 
09h50-10h30 : Oral communications 
10h30-11h20 : Coffee break and poster session 2 
11h20-12h40 : Oral communications 
12h40-14h10 : Lunch 
14h10-15h30 : Oral communications 
15h30-16h20 : Coffee break and poster session 2 
16h20-17h40 : Oral communications 

Optional Evening (18h30) : we are invited by Dr Hans Beeckman to visit the xylarium and the exhibition 
"Knock on wood" at the Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA) in Tervuren (registration needed).  
 
Wednesday September 10th 2008 
Large Auditorium 

Section 3: Archaeo-ethno-anthracology 
09h10-09h50 : Keynote Lecture 3 (S. Thiébault) 
09h50-10h30 : Oral communications 
10h30-11h20 : Coffee break and poster session 3 
11h20-12h40 : Oral communications 
12h40-14h10 : Lunch 
14h10-15h30 : Oral communications 
15h30-16h20 : Coffee break and poster session 3 
16h20-17h40 : Oral communications 
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Special room : the whole day , group of 10-15 persons 

Course 1 by Andrew Scott (London) 
Short course on "The recognition and use of recent and fossil charcoal".  
It will comprise 2 hours lectures (morning) and 2 hours practical (afternoon) (registration needed) 

Optional Evening (18h30) : visit of the National Botanical Garden of Belgium in Meise, especially the Plant 
Palace (registration needed).  
 
Thursday September 11th 2008 
Large Auditorium 

Section 4: Pedo-anthracology 
09h10-09h50 : Keynote Lecture 4 (P. Haesaerts) 
09h50-10h30 : Oral communications 
10h30-11h20 : Coffee break and poster session 4 
11h20-12h40 : Oral communications 
12h40-14h10 : Lunch 
14h10-15h30 : Oral communications 
15h30-16h20 : Coffee break and poster session 4 
16h20-17h40 : Oral communications 

Small Auditorium : morning session 

Workshop 1 by Mitchell Power (Edinburg) 
Database design and application 

19h30 : Conference dinner (Salle des colonnes) (registration needed) 
 
Friday September 12th 2008 
Large Auditorium 

Section 5: Climato-anthracology  
9h10-09h50 : Keynote Lecture 5 (M. Power) 
9h50-10h30 : Oral communications 
10h30-11h20 : Coffee break and poster session 5 
11h20-12h40 : Oral communications 
12h40 – 14h10 : Lunch 
14h10-15h30 : Oral communications 
15h30-16h20 : Coffee break and poster session 5 
16h20-17h40 : Oral communications 
17h40 : Closing of the conference 

Workshop 2 : evening session (provisional) 
Creation of an International Association of Anthracology ? 

Free evening  
 
Saturday September 13th 2008 
Post-Congress Excursion : Field trip to Hautrage and Sclayn 
08h30 : departure from the RBINS to Hautrage and Sclayn 
13h00 : lunch at Sclayn 
19h30 : back to the RBINS  

Free evening  
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3. CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

 
 

The 4th International Meeting of Anthracology (4th IMA 2008) invites you to contribute an 
abstract to one of the program sections listed above. As announced in the first circular, abstracts 
must be submitted by Thursday, 15th of May 2008. Due to printing deadlines, late abstracts 
will not be accepted. Abstracts are subject to review by members of the scientific program 
committee.  
 
Please note: Each person presenting an oral or poster presentation must be the first author of his 
or her abstract and is required to register for the congress. Each person which participate to a 
communication (co-author) must also be registered. 
 
Instructions for abstract submission  

Authors are requested to review the instructions below before preparing and submitting an 
abstract.  

All abstracts for oral and poster presentations are to be submitted by e-mail at the time of 
registration of the first author, through the electronic file attached “Abstract & Final Registration 
IMA 2008”. Abstracts must be submitted as *.doc following the rules given on the “Abstract Form” 
in the attachment (“Abstract & Final Registration IMA 2008.doc”). Please follow these rules as they 
will help us considerably in preparing the conference material.  

Indeed, the exact program will be constructed on the basis of the abstracts. Abstracts will be 
published exactly as submitted and will not be proofread by the congress organizers. Thus, the 
person submitting the abstract is fully responsible for checking it for accuracy, spelling, correct 
grammar usage, and format prior to submission. All abstracts must be submitted in English, and 
only standard abbreviations may be used. Each abstract should describe the content of the 
presentation to be given and should be concise, technically accurate, and well written. The 
maximum length of the abstract text is one A4 page and must include the abstract title, authors’ 
names and affiliations, as well as the figures, diagrams, tables, and graphs, if any. 

The abstracts will be published in a special book, which will be distributed to registrants at the 
congress. 

General Guidelines 
• The entire abstract is limited to a maximum of one A4 page with 2.5 cm margins. 
• The abstract title should be written in Times New Roman, 14 points, bold, capital letters, center. 
• Authors’ names (Firstname and LASTNAME in full), institutions, addresses and e-mails should 

be given in Times New Roman, 12 points, bold, center. 
• The abstract text should be formatted as a single paragraph, justify, without any indentation. 
• The abstract text should be in Times New Roman, 10 points, regular, simple line spacing.  
• Key words: maximum five in Times New Roman, 10 points, regular. 
• Figures, diagrams, tables, graphs and photos can be included in the abstract provided that they 

don’t exceed the A4 page allowed and should be in black and white only. 
• Capitalize the title of the abstract and all proper names (authors’ names and citations).  
• Language of oral and poster presentations as well as publication is English. 
• The deadline for abstract submission is 15 May 2008.  

Each abstract should be classified by indicating the most appropriate symposium section on 
the Final Registration submission form associated. Only one category can be selected. Please, 
classify your abstract by indicating the appropriate section. However, as the number of speakers 
for the symposium is limited, the Organizing Committee reserves the right to place a paper/poster 
into an alternative session.   

Abstracts may be nominated as either an oral or poster presentation. The Scientific 
Committee reserves the right to assign accepted papers to either oral or poster presentation.  
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Selection of abstracts and oral communications 
Abstracts are subject to review by the Scientific Committee and will be approved on the basis 

of their merit (scientific/technical quality and relevance). Abstracts may be submitted for either an 
oral contribution or a poster presentation, but the Scientific Committee will decide on the final form 
of presentation. There is only time in the program for ca. 70 oral presentations so we might 
propose to change some lectures to posters.  

The Technical Secretary will inform you by mid July whether your communication has been 
accepted as oral or poster presentation. Information regarding abstract acceptance, the form of 
presentation (oral contribution or poster presentation), program scheduling, and other such details 
will be communicated by email to only the person entered as the first author/presenter.  
 
Instructions for the presentation of oral communication 

Talks are scheduled to last for 15 minutes, followed by 5 minutes for questions/discussion 
after each. All the usual audio-visual equipment will be available, but please indicate when you 
send your abstract which equipment you require. Powerpoint presentation is highly recommended. 
 
Instructions for poster presentation  

Posters should not exceed 84 cm wide by 118 cm high (A0 portrait). The size of the letters 
in the text should be big enough to be clearly read at a distance of 2 metres.  

The posters will be on display in a special room for the whole day conference corresponding 
to each section. Two poster sessions are timetabled each day to give the authors of the posters an 
opportunity to be able to talk about his/her poster. These two sessions will take place during the 
coffee breaks (50 min) timetabled in the middle of the morning and of the afternoon for everybody 
to have the opportunity to visit the poster exhibition and talk to the authors. 

 
Proceedings 

The section organisers have been arranging for the papers presented at the conference to be 
published in special issues of relevant international journals. The international journal 
“Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology” has already been contacted for a special 
issue of the proceedings of the 4th IMA 2008. The instructions for the authors will be set out on the 
conference web site and explained during the conference itself. We must point out that the value 
of both types of presentation is the same and that both oral and poster presentations will be 
eligible for publication in the 4th IMA 2008 proceedings.  
 
 

 
4. SOCIAL EVENTS

 
• Monday, September 8, 2008, evening (19h30) :  

Welcome drink (icebreaker party) 

• Tuesday, September 9, 2008, evening (18h30) :  
Optional visit of the Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA) in Tervuren. 
Participants will be collected from the RBINS Centre after the conference day and 
transported by bus. 

• Wednesday, September 10, 2008, evening (18h30) :  
   Optional visit of the National Botanical Garden of Belgium in Meise.  
   Participants will be collected from the RBINS Centre after the conference day and 

transported by bus. 

• Thursday, September 11, 2008, evening (19h30) : 
Congress dinner (Dinosaur’s gallery, Museum of Natural Sciences) 
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• Friday, September 12, 2008, afternoon : 
Closing ceremony  

• Saturday, September 13, 2008, all day (08h30-19h30) :  
Optional excursion to Hautrage and Sclayn sites (Wallonia)  

 
 

 
5. REGISTRATION FEES
 

Registration for the 4th IMA 2008 is by payment of the appropriate registration fees.  
Because the conference will be held in museum buildings, we will be able to accomplish our 

goal of keeping conference fees as low as possible; before the deadline, they will not exceed 150 € 
for professionals, 100 € for students or unemployed person.  

The deadline for payment of registration fees is 1st July 2008. Payment received after that 
date may result in a 20% surcharge. There is no waiving of registration fees except for scientists 
from the organisation committee. 
 
Conference fees 

 Until 1 July 2008    After 1 July 2008 

Participant     150  €                     180  € 
Student/unemployed (1)  100  € 120  € 

 
All registration fees include V.A.T. 

(1) Registration must be accompanied by an official certificate accrediting your status as an 
official student or unemployed person. 

Conference fees includes participation in the meeting (attendances at all sessions), a briefcase 
(with the program and abstract book, a list of conference participants with affiliations and e-mails, a 
block note, a pen, touristy documents), the welcome reception and the coffee breaks from Monday 
to Friday, 8 - 12 September 2008.  
 
Social Events fees 
Visit of the Royal Belgian Museum of Central Africa (Tuesday, September 9, 2008) :                 10 € 
Visit of the National Botanical Garden of Belgium (Wednesday, September 10, 2008) :          10 €  
Congress dinner (Thursday, September 11, 2008) :                40 € 
Excursion to Hautrage and Sclayn sites (Saturday, September 13, 2008) :            50 € 
 
Method of payment 

Only payment by Bank transfer is accepted. 
Once your payment has been effected you will be informed and receive your receipt. 
Registration fees are neither transferable nor refunded. 

Bank transfer              IBAN : BE72   6790 - 0916 - 8116  
SWIFT  :  PCHQBE BB 
CCP – Royal Belgian Inst i tute of Natural Sciences 
Banque de la Poste, B-1100 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Entitled “1C4 IMA5”  

Important : You should receive confirmation of the payment of your registration fees. If for any 
reason you do not receive confirmation please get in touch by e-mail with the Technical Secretary 
at adriano.vandersypen@naturalsciences.be and/or mona.court-picon@univ-fcomte.fr.  
 
All accommodation is paid by participants directly to the hotels.  
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Registration Desk 
At the congress, registrants will receive their name badge and all the documentation relating 

to the conference at the registration office. Registration desk will be placed in the main hall of the 
Museum of Natural Sciences (29 Vautier Street) and will be open on the 7th of September (Sunday) 
from 16h00 to 19h00 and at the start of the congress on the 8th of September from 08h00 to 10h00 
(Monday). For the later arrivals, the registration packets will be available at the registration desk 
close to the Large Auditorium throughout the congress or can be collected by asking to the 
Congress Secretaries (Adriano Vandersypen or Mona Court-Picon). 
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6. LOCATION AND LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
 
Congress centre 
For the address of the congress centre see below; for the location of the congress centre please 
refer to the maps below (1-3) or those given in the “Accommodations” section and search for 
"RBINS".  

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences 
Vautierstreet 29 
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel : +32 (0)2.627.44.90, Fax : +32 (0)2.627.41.13 
E-mail : freddy.damblon@naturalsciences.be  

 

 

 

 Map 1 : simplified map of the city and main approaches 
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 Map 2 : simplified map of the museum “RBINS” location   
 
Travel to the Venue 
 
By plane
Brussels International Airport at Zaventem, 14 kilometres from the city centre (see map 1), is state-
of-the-art in every respect, featuring many restaurants and fine boutiques. The airport is served 
directly by all major European and International airlines. Information can be obtained on the home 
page of the airport www.brusselsairport.be or by phone: Tel +32 (0)2.753.42.21 / +32 
(0)2.723.31.11, Flight information: Tel +32 (0)900.70.000 (7 a.m. - 10 p.m.) 

To get downtown to Brussels from the airport to the hotels you can choose between taxi cabs, 
trains (www.sncb.be) or shuttle busses (www.stib.be), and none will take you any longer than 20 
minutes.  
In less than 30 minutes the STIB Airport Bus Line -12 (3 €) takes its passengers from the airport 
to the heart of Brussels and you will arrive in the EU district near the RBINS Congress Centre. To 
reach the RBINS you can get off the bus at 2 stops of this express line: Schuman or Brussels City 
Luxembourg. First departure: 5 a.m., last departure: 11 p.m. (September to June: 12 p.m.), every 
30 minutes. Info: Tel +32 (0)2.515.20.00. Please visit the home page of the Brussels 
Transportation Society www.stib.be for more information about this line 
(http://www.stib.be/index.htm?guest_user=guest_en).  
The Congress Centre is also well reachable from the Airport via a Special National Train 
(http://www.b-rail.be/nat/E/) running  from the station “Brussels Airport” to the stations “Brussels 
Luxembourg” or “Brussels Schuman” close to the RBINS. This train also stops at station “Brussels 
North” and then serves every station of the City: “Brussels Midi”, “Brussels Central”, “Brussels 
Kappellekerk/Chapelle”, etc. (see the map of the train stations below, map 4). To reach the RBINS, 
stop at “Brussels North” station and take the train direction Etterbeek, Namur or Luxembourg. Stop 
at “Brussels-Luxembourg” station. 
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From the Airport to the City 
All trains stop at the North Station, Central Station and South (Midi) Station.  
There are frequent connections. The first train is at 5.32 a.m. and the last train at 0.20 a.m.  

The journey lasts about 30 minutes.  
Info: Tel +32 (0)2.753.24.40 or +32 (0)2.555.25.25.  
Tickets are on sale in the stations (it is also possible to buy a ticket in the train, but there is a 
considerable price supplement). 3,80 € (1st class); 2,60 € (2nd class). 
From the City to the Airport: 
North Station: Frequent connections ;  
- first train: 4.53 a.m.  
- last train: 11.21 p.m. 
Central Station:  Frequent connections ;  
- first train: 4.48 a.m.  
- last train: 11.16 p.m. 
South (Midi) Station Frequent connections ;  
- first train: 4.44 a.m.  
- last train: 11.12 p.m. 
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Map 3 : detailed map of the museum “RBINS” location  



By train
Brussels occupies a hub position in Europe's international rail network. Intercity and international 
express trains connect the capital with all parts of Belgium and with all major cities in Europe. 
There are 3 international railway stations in Brussels: “Brussels Midi”, “Brussels Central” and 
“Brussels North” depending on from which part of Europe you leave (see map 4). To reach the 
RBINS, stop at “Brussels North” station and take the train direction Etterbeek, Namur or 
Luxembourg. Stop at “Brussels-Luxembourg” station. 
Please visit the home page of the Belgian National Railways www.sncb.be (http://www.b-
rail.be/int/E/) for connections and special rates. For all information concerning passenger transport 
in Belgium and abroad: Tel +32(0)2.528.28.28. 
 
By car
Belgian's motorway network extends into Brussels, making it convenient and safe to reach the city 
by car from anywhere on the European continent. An expressway (ring), with which all the 
motorways are connected, also surrounds the town allowing reaching easily every part of the city 
from a motorway (see map 1).  

From the east and south-east to the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS): 
from Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Czech Republic, south of Germany and east of France.

Arriving from the west on the E411/A4 motorway, take the Brussels Centre exit and follow the 
exit road (N4) without turning off. Proceed to Boulevard du Triomphe passing the Delta road 
tunnel, 2 traffic lights and right at the petrol station. Continue along Boulevard du Triomphe until 
you reach Boulevard Général Jacques. Turn right on Boulevard Général Jacques and then left at 
the first traffic light, following the signs to the city centre. Go on Chaussée de Wavre until Place 
Jourdan. Just after Chaussée de Wavre starts to go up, Vautierstreet is the first road to the right 
after the traffic lights. 

From the south to the RBINS: from Spain, Portugal and France.  
Arriving from the south on the E19/A7 motorway (from Paris), change on to the RO/N27 (ring) 

direction Zaventem/Bruxelles Est/Waterloo after the Nivelles city. Leave the RO/N27 at the 
Brussels exit (E411/A4-RO intersection) and follow the signs for Delta/City Centre (N4). Proceed to 
Boulevard du Triomphe passing the Delta road tunnel, 2 traffic lights and right at the petrol station. 
Continue along Boulevard du Triomphe until you reach Boulevard Général Jacques. Turn right on 
Boulevard Général Jacques and then left at the first traffic light, following the signs to the city 
centre. Go on Chaussée de Wavre until Place Jourdan. Just after Chaussée de Wavre starts to go 
up, Vautierstreet is the first road to the right after the traffic lights. 

From the north-west to the RBINS: from Scandinavia, Poland and north of Germany.  
Take the E40/A3 motorway into Brussels (via Köln, Aachen, Liège). At the end of the 

motorway you enter into Schaarbeek (north-east of Brussels). Take the Avenue de Cortenbergh 
(N23a) following the signs Meiser/Reyers. Go through the Cortenbergh tunnel and at the exit 
(Schuman round-about) turn left on Rue Froissart. At Jourdan Place turn right then left on Avenue 
du Maelbeek. At the traffic lights turn right on Chaussée de Wavre, which goes up, Vautierstreet is 
the first road to the right after new traffic lights. 

From northwest to the RBINS: from England and north-west of France. 
Take the E429/A8 motorway (from Lille to Brussels). After Halle, rejoin the RO/N27 via the 

E19/A7 following the signs Paris/Bergen/Charleroi. Leave the E19/A7 and join the RO/N27 in the 
direction of Zaventem/Bruxelles Est/Waterloo. Leave the RO/N27 at the Brussels exit (E411/A4-
RO intersection) and follow the signs for Delta/City Centre (N4). Proceed to Boulevard du 
Triomphe passing the Delta road tunnel, 2 traffic lights and right at the petrol station. Continue 
along Boulevard du Triomphe until you reach Boulevard Général Jacques. Turn right on Boulevard 
Général Jacques and then left at the first traffic light, following the signs to the city centre. Go on 
on Chaussée de Wavre until Place Jourdan. Just after Chaussée de Wavre starts to go up, 
Vautierstreet is the first road to the right after the traffic lights. 
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Map 4 : location of the train stations   
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Visas 
Since visa requirements vary from country to country, we request that each participant check with 
his or her local consulate in regard to whether a visa is required. 
 
Local transportation 

Bus, Metro, Tram 
Most public transport in the Brussels-Capital Region is organized by the STIB (Société des 
Transports Intercommunaux Bruxellois).  

The network includes busses, trams and metro lines, which connect the eastern and western 
districts of the city.  Pre-metro lines (trams in the tunnels) complete the metro service. A great 
many metro lines also have above ground bus and tram connections.  

Timetables: 6 a.m. - midnight - consult the timetables shown at the stops.  
Please find information about the location and the local transportation in Brussels on www.stib.be.  

For the local transportation plan, please click here or refer to the attached pdf file “local 
transportation plan”.  

Maps of the network are also available free of charge from the information service at the metro 
stations and at the welcome desks of the Tourist Brussels International-Tourism Town Hall of 
Brussels, Grand-Place, 1000 and rue du Marché-aux-Herbes 63, 1000 Brussels. 

STIB offices Avenue de la Toison d’Or 15, 1050 Brussels. 
Information: Tel +32 (0)2.515.20.00  / +32 (0)900.10.310 (0,45 €/min.). 
Open from Monday to Saturday: 10a.m. - 6p.m.

Buying your ticket: 
• in the various metro stations and at the STIB information offices 
• at many newsagents 
• at Brussels International - Tourism, Town Hall, Grand-Place, 1000 Brussels (1-day cards 

only).  

Fares: 
• free for +65 years old 
• single ticket: 1,50 € 
• card for 5 journeys: 6,70 € 
• card for 10 journeys: 11,00 € 
• 1-day card: 4,00 € 
• airport line one way ticket: 3,00 € 
• The “1-day card” may be used on STIB vehicles as much as you like and when you wish 

during the same day. Weekend and public holidays valid for 2 persons. 
• 1-day groupcard (max. 5 pers.) 6,50 €, valid weekend, public holidays and during the week 

after 9 a.m. 

The congress centre is located next to the station “Trône/Troon” of the underground 2 which 
surrounds the city centre (from Delacroix to Simonis) and the station “Brussels Schuman” of the 
undergrounds 1A and 1B running from the northern part of the city (Roi Baudoin) to the southern 
part (Herrmann Debroux) and from the western part of the city (Erasme) to the eastern part 
(Stockel), respectively (www.stib.be). Several bus lines also serve the Royal Belgian Institute of 
Natural Sciences (congress centre) from the city centre (27, 34, 38, 80, 95).  
The congress centre is also located next to the railway stations “Brussels Luxembourg” (clearly the 
easiest and nearest station to the RBINS) and “Brussels Schuman” (http://www.b-rail.be/nat/E/). 
 
Taxis
Three elements make up the price of a taxi ride: 
• the price per km (1,23 € or 2,46 € depending on whether the journey is inside or outside the 19 

districts of Brussels);  
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• fixed charge: 2,40 € (4,40 € at night) ;  
• the waiting time: 23,00 € per hour; certain companies charge reduced fares for journeys to the 

airport. 

Tips and service are included in the price of the journey as shown on the meter, but a small extra 
tip is always well-received. For all complaints, first of all note the registration number of the taxi, its 
make and colour. 

Contact the CCN - Service régional des Taxis et Limousines level 1.5 - rue du Progrès 80 bte 1, 
1030 Brussels, Tel +32 (0)800/14.795 or +32(0)2.204.21.11, http://www.taxi.irisnet.be/

Brussels Taxi Companies: 
• Autolux : Tel. (0)2 411 12 21  
• Taxis Bleus : Tel. (0)2 268 00 00  
• Taxis Orange : Tel. (0)2 349 43 43  
• Taxis Verts : Tel. (0)2 349 49 49 

Did you know that:  
• the driver must start the meter at the start of the journey.  
• you’ll be given a printed receipt at the end of the journey.  
• unless pre-booked, only taxis bearing the official Brussels taxi sign are licensed to take you. 

 
ike rentingB  

ation and thematic tours   
org/

Pro Velo: Inform
Tel +32 (0)2.502.73.55, http://www.provelo.
• Bois de la Cambre (Carrefour des Attelages)   

Op  a.m. - 6 p.m. 

 all the year through at the Cyclists House, rue de Londres 15, 1050 Brussels  

town www.cyclocity.be

• Parc de la Woluwe (Lower part of the park)  
• Parc de la Pede (Anderlecht) 

en from April to October: WE 12

Cyclocity 

Bike renting
Price: 3,00 €/h, 12,00 €/day 
Rent a bike at 23 points down
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parking
 

 
 week, if you wish to drive to the congress venue, you may be able to find parking within During the

the two car park places of the Museum. However, parking is extremely limited on these spaces and 
also difficult to find on the narrow streets near the “RBINS”. 
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7. ACCOMMODATIONS 

 
I . We have agreed an option for a certain number of rooms (25) at a special price at the 4 

star hotel Crowne Plaza Europa Hotel Brussels, which is near the congress centre. 

 Crowne Plaza, 107 rue de la Loi, 1040 Bruxelles 
Tel : +32 (0)2.230.13.33, Fax : +32 (0)2.230.03.26 
E-mail : meeting.dir@europahotelbrussels.com, www.EuropaHotelBrussels.com
Single 149 €, Double 179 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV and Internet free of charge. 

When booking, please refer to “Freddy Damblon – 4th International Meeting of Anthracology 
– Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique”. 

 
II . Participants can register by themselves directly with the hotels or with the help of the 

RESOTEL society (www.resotel.be), which offers a fast, flexible and free service for booking hotels 
(reservation, modification, cancelling, rooming lists) at special prices, without payment in advance 
and without any commitment on your part.  

A Hotel Booking Form is available in attachment (Resotel.doc) to be returned to Resotel, 
Avenue E. Van Nieuwenhuyse 6, B-1160 Bruxelles, Belgium (Tel : +32 (0)2.779.39.39, Fax : +32 
(0)2.779.39.00, e-mail : wim@resotel.be). Note that hotels mentioned are given as examples and 
you can choose every hotel you want, whatever the category and/or the budget. 

For further information, please contact Alice Terweduwe, Sales & Marketing Manager 
(alice@resotel.be, Tel : + 32 (0)2.779.39.39).  

 
III . Some hotel propositions near the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS), 

the historical city centre and public transportation are listed below. You can see the location of the 
hotels in the attached “Brussels map”. The indicated hotels are low-budget accommodation from 
youth hotels to 3 star hotels. You will receive more detailed information of the hotels by clicking on 
the associated links.  

All rates are quoted in Euro, per room, per night, including all taxes. We strongly advise all 
congress participants to reserve their hotel accommodation as soon as possible.  

 

 
1. Agenda Louise, 6 rue de Florence, 1000 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.539.00.31 / Fax : +32 (0)2.539.00.63 
E-mail : louise@hotel-agenda.com, www.hotel-agenda.com  
Single 114 €, Double 126 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV and Internet free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

2. Argus, 6 rue Capitaine Crespel, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.514.07.70 / Fax : +32 (0)2.514.12.22 
E-mail : reception@hotel-argus.be, www.hotel-argus.com  
Single 65-100 €, Double 65-120 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

3. Aris Grand Place, 78 rue Marché-aux-Herbes, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.514.43.00 / Fax : +32 (0)2.514.01.19 
E-mail : info@aristhotel.be, www.aristhotel.be  
Single 75-150 €, Double 75-180 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 
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4. Aristote, 7 rue de Stalingrad, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.513.13.10 / Fax : +32 (0)2.513.80.70 
E-mail : info@aristote-hotel.be, www.aristote-hotel.be  
Single 50-61 €, Double 70-86 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

5. Beau Site, 76 rue de la Longue Haie, 1000 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.640.88.89 / Fax : +32 (0)2.640.16.11 
E-mail : beausite@coditel.net, www.hotelbeausite.be  
Single 55-124 €, Double 124-169 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

6. Beverly-Hills, 71 rue du Prince Royal, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.513.22.22 / Fax : +32 (0)2.513.87.77 
E-mail : beverlyhills@infonie.be, www.hotelbeverlyhills.be  
Single 65-90 €, Double 95-125 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

7. Chambord, 82 rue de Namur, 1000 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.548.99.10 / Fax : +32 (0)2.514.08.47 
E-mail : chambord@skynet.be, www.hotel-chambord.be  
Single 100-190 €, Double 110-225 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 

8. Hotel du Congrès, 38-44 rue du Congrès, 1000 Bruxelles  
Tel : +32 (0)2.217.18.97 / Fax : +32 (0)2.217.18.97 
E-mail : info@hotelducongres.be, www.hotelducongres.be  
Single 74-140 €, Double 90-140 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 

9. De Boeck’s, 40 rue Veydt, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.537.40.33 / Fax : +32 (0)2.534.40.37 
E-mail : hotel.deboecks@skynet.be, www.hotel-deboecks.be  
Single 90-120 €, Double 100-130 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

10. Floris Grand Place, 6-8 rue des Harengs, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.514.07.60 / Fax : +32 (0)2.548.90.39 

11. Holiday Inn Brussels Schuman, 20 rue Breydel, 1040 Bruxelles (Cinquantenaire) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.280.40.00 / Fax : +32 (0)2.282.10.70 
E-mail : hotel@holiday-inn-brussels-schuman.com, www.holiday-inn.com/brusselschuman  
Single 78-150 €, Double 78-250 €  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

12. Ibis Brussels Off Grand Place, 100 rue du Marché-aux-Herbes, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.514.40.40 / Fax : +32 (0)2.514.50.67 
E-mail : H1046@accor.com, www.ibishotel.com  
Single 99-150 €, Double 99-150 €  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

13. Le Mozart, 23 rue du Marché-aux-Fromages, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.502.66.61 / Fax : +32 (0)2.502.77.58 
E-mail : hotel.mozart@skynet.be, www.hotel-mozart.be  
Single 75 €, Double 95 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 
 

 
14. Les Bluets, 124 rue Berckmans, 1060 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.534.39.83 / Fax : +32 (0)2.543.09.70 
E-mail : bluets@swing.be, www.belge.net/bluets  
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Single 40-57 €, Double 53-81 €  
Rooms with bath, TV and Internet free of charge. 

15. Europa, 102 rue Berckmans, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.538.72.97 / Fax : +32 (0)2.539.03.36 
E-mail : hoteleuropa@wol.be, www.chez.com/hoteleuropa  
Single 50-60 €, Double 62-70 €  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

16. Lambeau, 150 avenue Lambeau, 1200 Bruxelles (Cinquantenaire) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.732.51.70 / Fax : +32 (0)2.732.54.90 
E-mail : info@hotellambeau.com, www.hotellambeau.com  
Single 77-86 €, Double 86-102 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking free of charge. 

17. La Légende, 35 rue du Lombard, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.512.82.90 / Fax : +32 (0)2.512.34.93 
E-mail : info@hotellalegende.com, www.hotellalegende.com  
Single 77-95 €, Double 80-119 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 

18. La Madeleine, 20-22 rue de la Montagne, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.513.29.73 / Fax : +32 (0)2.502.13.50 
E-mail : info@hotel-la-madeleine.be, www.hotel-la-madeleine.be  
Single 99-120 €, Double 110-125 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV and Internet free of charge. 

19. Monty Small design, 101 boulevard Brand Whitlock, 1200 Bruxelles (Cinquantenaire) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.734.56.36 / Fax : +32 (0)2.734.50.05 
E-mail : info@monty-hotel.be, www.monty-hotel.be  
Rooms with bath, TV and Internet free of charge, parking paying. 

20. The Moon, 4B rue de la Montagne, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.508.15.80 / Fax : +32 (0)2.508.15.85 
E-mail : hotelthemoon@hotmail.com, www.memon-hotel.be  
Single 60-65 €, Double 75-80 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

21. Opéra, 53 rue Grétry, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.219.43.43 / Fax : +32 (0)2.219.17.20 
E-mail : reception@hotel-opera.be, www.hotel-opera.be  
Single 68-80 €, Double 85-95 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

22. Plasky, 212 avenue E. Plasky, 1030 Bruxelles (Cinquantenaire) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.733.75.30 / Fax : +32 (0)2.733.70.07 
Single 65-85 €, Double 80-90 € (breakfast included) 
E-mail : info@hotelplasky.be, www.hotelplasky.be  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

23. Sabina, 78 rue du Nord, 1000 Bruxelles (Botanique) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.218.26.37 / Fax : +32 (0)2.219.32.39 
Single 57-95 €, Double 67-105 € (breakfast included) 
E-mail : info@hotelsabina.be, www.hotelsabina.be  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking covered-paying. 

24. Saint-Nicolas, 32 rue Marché-aux-Poulets, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.219.04.40 / Fax : +32 (0)2.219.17.21 
E-mail : reception@st-nicolas.be, www.st-nicolsa.be  
Single 68-80 €, Double 75-85 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 
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25. Sun Hotel, 38 rue du Berger, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.511.21.19 / Fax : +32 (0)2.512.32.71 
E-mail : sunhotel@skynet.be, www.sunhotel.be  
Single 45-85 €, Double 70-95 €  
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

26. Windsor, 13 place Rouppe, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.511.20.14 / +32 02.511.14.94 / Fax : +32 (0)2.514.09.42 
 

 
27. Barry, 25 place Anneessens, 1000 Bruxelles (City centre) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.732.51.70 / Fax : +32 (0)2.732.54.90 
E-mail : hotel.barry@skynet.be
Single 40-55 €, Double 62-72 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge, parking paying. 

28. Brussels Royotel, 312 rue Royale, 1210 Bruxelles (Botanique) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.218.30.34 / Fax : +32 (0)2.219.93.79 
E-mail : brusselsroyotel@hotmail.com, www.memon-hotels.be  
Single 49-55 €, Double 59-65 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 

29. Derby, 24 avenue de Tervueren, 1040 Bruxelles (Cinquantenaire) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.733.08.19 / +32 (0)2.733.75.81 / Fax : +32 (0)2.733.74.75  
E-mail : hotel.derby@belgacom.net, www.hotel-derby.be  
Single 48-50 €, Double 60-65 € (breakfast included) 
Rooms with bath, TV free of charge. 

30. Rembrandt, 42 rue de la Concorde, 1050 Bruxelles (Louise) 
Tel : +32 (0)2.512.71.39 / Fax : +32 (0)2.511.71.36  
E-mail : rembrandt@brutele.be, www.hotel-rembrandt.be  
Single 40-60 €, Double 65-85 € (breakfast included) 

31. La Tasse d’Argent, 29 rue du Congrès, 1000 Bruxelles  
Tel : +32 (0)2.218.83.75 / Fax : +32 (0)2.218.83.75  
Single 50 €, Double 60-65 € (breakfast included) 
 
Youth Hotels  
32. Génération Europe, 4 rue de l'Eléphant, 1080 Bruxelles 
Tél : +32 (0)2.410.38.58 / Fax : +32 (0)2.410.39.05 
http://www.laj.be/
Confort rooms (price/pers.) 
6 pers. and + 16.40 €, 4-6 pers. 18.50 €, Double 22.80 €, Single 32 € 

33. Auberge de Jeunesse "Jacques Brel", 30 Rue de la Sablonnière, 1000 Bruxelles 
Tél : +32 (0)2.218.01.87 / Fax : +32 (0)2.217.20.05 
http://www.laj.be/
BUS : Bus lignes 61 (station Botanique), 65 et 66 (station Madou). Tram lignes 92, 93 et 94 
(station Botanique). METRO : 500 m Madou or Botanique 
Standard rooms (price/pers.) 
6 pers. et + 16.40 €, 3-4 pers. 18.50 € 
Confort rooms (price/pers.)  
Single 32 €, Double 22.80 € 

34. Youth Hostel Van Gogh, 8 rue Traversière, 1210 Bruxelles  
Tel: +32(0)2.217.01.58 
E-mail : info@chab.be, http://www.chab.be/welcome.asp?l=en
Single 34 €, 2-3 pers. 27 €, 4 pers. 22 €, 6 pers. 21 €, 8-10 pers. 18.50 € (sheets and breakfast 
included) 
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IV . Participants seeking for more than 3 star hotels or hotels located in another part of the 
city (near the airport, area Brussels Midi station, Brussels Central station or Brussels North station) 
are advised to arrange their booking via www.europeanrailguide.com, http://www.hostel.com/, 
http://www.laj.be, www.brusselsinternational.be, www.visitbelgium.com, 
www.belgiumtheplaceto.be, www.belgique-tourisme.net (French) or www.belgio.it (Italian).  
 
 
 
8. OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
 
Clothing 
In regard to clothing choices, please note that the weather in Brussels in early September can 
range from cool and rainy to hot and sunny, and that the large auditorium at the RBINS is air-
conditioned, but not the other rooms (coffee break and poster session). As in many European 
cities, the charming pedestrian zone of Brussels is covered with flat, but uneven historical paving 
stone, which would argue for good walking shoes. 
 
Language 
In regard to getting around in Brussels, most hotel personnel, shop owners, and individuals, 
especially in the city centre, do speak some English, but of course a little bit of French and/or 
Dutch on your part will go a long way. 
 
Lunch options 
Because of the location of the RBINS congress venue, in a popular working-class district of 
Brussels, there is a wealth of places nearby, where you can have lunch. We recommend the two 
places here and there of the museum: the Jourdan place and the Luxembourg (see map 3). These 
range from several classic fast food (sandwiches, Döner kebab or pizza) to Belgian fast food 
(French fries and/or prawn crackers), from traditional Belgian cuisine to gourmet French cuisine. 
You can also find some Chinese and Vietnamese restaurants and a Sushibar near the Jourdan 
Place. On the same place there are also an Italian restaurant, a Greek and a Tunisian one. You 
will surely find a stand, cafe, or restaurant for your personal food preference and price class. 
 
Dinner 
There are a lot of restaurants, cafeterias, and coffee-bars in the centre of the city. Please examine 
the plan of the immediate vicinity of the “Grand Place” with restaurants and brasseries located 
along the small streets around the place. You can chose and locate your restaurant with the help of 
the official city website http://www.brusselsinternational.be/wabxlint/en/visitor/eat/restaurants.act.
 
Money 
The monetary currency in Belgium is the euro (€); the smallest unit is the euro cent. You can 
exchange money when you first arrive at the airport or - better yet - withdraw money in euros from 
one of the many automated bank teller machines (ATM’s) at the airport or in Brussels using your 
credit card or EC debit card (near the RBINS you will find ATM’s on the Luxembourg (ING) or 
Jourdan (Dexia) places. 
Most major department stores and hotels will accept globally recognized credit cards (e.g., Visa, 
MasterCard). However, not all shops or restaurants will take them; more common is the use of 
bank debit cards such as an EC debit card (Maestro). Some businesses - taxis, for example - 
almost always accept cash only. Hence, it would be advisable to keep some euros on hand. 
Please note, however, that many stores will not accept € 200 and € 500 bills. The largest, 
commonly used euro banknotes are the € 50 bills. 
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9. MEETING WEBSITE
 

Information regarding the 14th symposium, location, travel, excursion etc., will be available via 
the 4th IMA 2008 website (http://www.naturalsciences.be/4IMA08). This will be updated as regularly 
as possible. Copies of this circular and the registration form are also directly available on the 
website. 

 
 
 

10. KEY DATES
 

Deadline for Abstracts 15 May 2008
Registration until 15 May 2008
Payment before 1 July 2008 
 
 
 

We look forward to welcoming you in Brussels ! 
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