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Palaeontological Association
Annual Meeting Ghent 2010

www.palass.org

Annual Meeting of the 
Palaeontological Association

17-20 December 2010, Ghent, Belgium

The 54th Annual Meeting of the Palaeontological Association will be held at 
Ghent University in Belgium, organised by members of the Department of 
Geology, in collaboration with the Department Géosystèmes of the Univer-
sity of Lille 1 (France), the University of Namur (Belgium), and the Royal 
Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (KBIN – Brussels, Belgium). 

Programme

Friday 17th December 2010
- Symposium “Biological proxies in climate modelling” (Aula, UGent).
- Reception (Aula, UGent).

Saturday 18th December 2010
- Scienti�c sessions: talks and posters (Het Pand, UGent).
- AGM and Annual Address (Het Pand, UGent).
- Annual Dinner (Kunsthal St. Pietersabdij).

Sunday 19th December 2010
- Scienti�c sessions: talks and poster session (Het Pand, UGent).
- Presentation of awards (Het Pand, UGent).

Monday 20th December 2010
- Field excursion to the Mons Basin and KBIN Museum visit.

Registration and deadlines

Registration and abstract submission is now possible from online forms avai-
lable on the Palaeontological Association website (<http://www.palass.org>). 
Abstract submission will close on Monday 6th September. Registration from 
this date onwards will incur an additional administration charge. Final regi-
stration deadline is Friday 19th November.



Palaeontological Association

Annual Meeting 2010: 17-20 December 2010

 Ghent, Belgium

The 54th Annual Meeting of the Palaeontological Association will be hosted by Ghent University 
in Belgium, organised by members of the Department of Geology and Soil Science, in collabo-
ration with the Department Géosystèmes of the University of Lille 1 (France), the University of 
Namur (Belgium), the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (KBIN – Brussels, Belgium) 
and Kunsthal St- Pietersabdij (Ghent, Belgium). As in previous editions, this meeting will cover 
new and exiting developments in the fields of palaeontology and palaeobiology. Please check 
the Association’s website <www.palass.org> for all details and updates.

Meeting Format

The meeting will begin with a symposium on Friday 17th December entitled “Biological proxies 
in climate modelling” (see below for details) and followed by a drinks reception. Saturday 18th 
December will consist of a full day of talks and posters, the AGM of the Association and the 
Association Annual Address. In the evening there will be a drinks reception followed by the An-
nual Dinner. Sunday 19th will comprise another day of talks and will include a dedicated poster 
session. The meeting will conclude on Monday 20th December with a field excursion to the Mons 
Basin in South Belgium and a museum visit to the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences 
in Brussels (see below for details).

The time allocated to each talk will be 15 minutes including questions; if there are a large 
number of suitable high-quality abstract submissions, we may introduce shorter time slots for 
some part of the meeting. Please check the website for technical details on the preparation of 
oral and poster presentations.

The President’s Prize will be awarded for the best talk at the Annual Meeting by someone under 
the age of 30 who is a member of the Association. This is a cash prize of £100. The Council 
Poster Prize will be awarded for the best poster at the Annual Meeting by someone under the 
age of 30 who is a member of the Association. This too is a cash prize of £100.

Thematical Symposium (Friday 17 December): Biological proxies in climate modelling
or why palaeontologists and climate modellers should be thick as thieves?

This symposium will document major steps in the evolution of Phanerozoic climate, its links 
to biotic change, and the ways in which these climates can be tracked by fossil proxies and 
simulated by advanced numerical computer models. It will showcase the importance of us-
ing (mainly fossil but potentially also other) proxy data to build and ground-truth these cli-
mate models. Sophisticated numerical climate models are nowadays at the forefront of climate 
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change studies, but it remains essential to evaluate the robustness of output produced by 
such models through comparison to palaeoclimate proxies, such as synthesised (micro)fos-
sil data (which are especially important for deep-time applications). With this symposium, we 
seek to promote further integration of geological and numerical approaches to facilitate the 
development of comprehensive reconstructions of Earth’s past and future climate. We have ap-
proached climate modellers, palaeoclimatologists and palaeontologists to give synthesis papers 
on complementary endeavours or integrated projects. The main themes that will be considered 
are: (1) Data-model comparisons, (2) Modelling Phanerozoic climates with General Circulation 
Models; (3) Climate events, extinction and recovery; (4) Large-scale Icehouse to Greenhouse 
transitions and their control mechanisms; (5) Deep-time warm periods and how they can aid 
our understanding of Cenozoic and recent climate change, and of the impact of future warming; 
(6) new proxies for deep-time climate.

Confirmed speakers are:

• Axel Munnecke (University of Erlangen, Germany)
• Yves Goddéris (CNRS-Observatoire Midi-Pyrénées, Toulouse, France)
• Daniel Lunt (Bristol University, UK)
• Ulrich Salzmann (Northumbria University, UK)
• Alan Haywood (University of Leeds, UK)
• Martin Head (Brock University, Canada)
• Dirk Verschuren (Ghent University, Belgium)

Field trip (Monday 20 December)

The field excursion will leave Ghent centre early in the morning of Monday 20th December. 
During the morning and early afternoon we will visit two quarries in the Mons Basin of South 
Belgium, i.e. the Hautrage quarry (terrestrial clays and sands with fossil wood; coeval to the 
deposits that yielded the Iguanodon specimens of Bernissart) and the Malogne mine (Maas-
trichtian phosphatic chalks with Hainosaurus). Field guides will be Johan Yans (University of 
Namur) and Jacques Verniers (Ghent University). We will then drive to Brussels and visit the 
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, where the famous Iguanodon specimens of Bernis-
sart are on display – these specimens were collected from mines in the area we visited earlier 
(that now are no longer accessible). We will also see some of the spectacular vertebrate finds of 
the Messel site. The museum will open especially for the Association. The visit will end around 
5.30-6.00 pm. Participants can then choose to be dropped off at the railway station in Brussels 
(Brussels South Station; and from there take high speed trains -Eurostar, Thalys – home, or a 
local train to the airport), or can choose to stay on the bus that will return to Ghent. 



Venue

The conference will take place at two of Ghent Univer-
sity’s conference venues, right in the historical city cen-
tre of Ghent: the ‘Aula’ and ‘het Pand’. The ‘Aula’ is the 
university’s official hall, and will be the venue for the 
palaeoclimate thematical symposium and reception on 
Friday (picture left). The second venue, ‘Het Pand’, is the 
university’s official conference centre, housed in a con-
verted medieval Dominican monastery, and will be the 
site for the scientific sessions on Saturday and Sunday 
(picture below).

Ghent is an enchanting and vibrant city, which is often 
referred to as one of the most beautiful historic cities 
in Europe. From St Michael’s bridge, literally 2 minutes 
away from the main meeting venue, there is a breathtak-
ing view of the skyline of Ghent with the three impressive 
towers of St. Nicholas’ Church, the Belfry with its bell 
tower and St. Bavo’s cathedral, which houses the world 
famous painting “The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb” by 
Jan van Eyck (1426-1432). Traces of the Middle Ages run 
throughout the Hanseatic league city. The old port with 
its guild halls on the Graslei and Korenlei is merely one 
example of the beautiful sights this town has to offer. Not 

far from the Graslei arises the Castle of the Counts, once the medieval fortress of the Counts 
of Flanders. The Annual Dinner will be at the St.-Pieters Abbey (Saint Peter’s), one of Ghent’s 
finer and better preserved historical buildings.

Accommodation and Travel

For all travel information, we refer to the website. Unfortunately, it is impossible for us to use 
on-campus student accommodation. Registration for the meeting will therefore not include ac-
commodation, and conference participants are invited to make their own bookings. The city of 
Ghent offers a wide range of accommodation, for all budgets. In the run-up to Christmas 
the city will be busy during 
the weekends so we sug-
gest you arrange accommo-
dation early.

To ensure availability, we have 
block-booked a number of 
rooms - these suggestions are 
listed on the Asssociation’s 
website and all are within walk-
ing distance of the two main 
conference venues. We have 
negociated special rates for An-
nual Meeting delegates. For all 
details, we refer to the website. 

We also suggest using www.
visitgent.be to explore further 
possibilities. It has all the prac-
tical information and links to 

hotel booking sites

Conference venue «Aula»

Conference venue «Het Pand»



Registration and call for abstracts

Registration (booking and payment by credit card) and abstract submission is now open, from 
online forms on the Asssociation’s website. Abstract submission will close on Monday 6th 
September and we will not be able to consider abstracts submitted after this date. The main 
conference lecture hall has a capacity of 350; the Annual Dinner venue holds 220 persons and 
the number of registrants will be capped at these figures, even within the registration deadline 
if necessary. Registrations and bookings will be taken on a “first come first served” basis.

The cost for early registration is £90 (ordinary & retired members) and £70 for student-mem-
bers; non- members pay £115. Increasing costs of organising the meeting combined with an 
unfavourable position of the Pound relative to the Euro forced us to increase registration fees 
compared to earlier editions. However, please note that this year’s registration includes sand-
wich lunches on Saturday and Sunday (as well as the reception on Friday, full registration pack-
age and coffee breaks). Early registration ends on Monday 6th September after which date all 
registration fees will increase by £25. Final registration is Friday 19th November. No refunds will 
be considered after that date. The field excursion costs £30 (this too includes lunch). The cost 
of the Annual Dinner is £50. 

Travel grants are available to help student members (doctoral and earlier) attend the meeting 
in order to present a talk or poster (see below).

Programme and summary of dates & deadlines
(time tables and start times will be communicated shortly on the website)

Friday 17th December 2010
• Symposium “Biological proxies in climate modelling” (Aula, Ghent University)
• Reception (Aula, Ghent University)

Saturday 18th December 2010
• Scientific sessions: talks and posters (Pand, Ghent University)
• AGM and Annual Address (Pand, Ghent University)
• Reception and Annual Dinner (Kunsthal St. Pietersabdij)

Sunday 19th December 2010
• Scientific sessions: talks and dedicated poster session (Pand, Ghent University)
• Presentations of awards (Pand, Ghent University)

Monday 20th December 2010
• Field excursion to the Mons Basin and KBIN Museum visit

Deadlines
• Monday 6th September (midnight): abstracts submission deadline and end of early registra-
tion at reduced rate
• Friday 19th November 2010: Final deadline for registration

Travel grants to student members

The Palaeontological Association runs a programme of travel grants to assist student members 
(doctoral and earlier) to attend the Annual Meeting in order to present a talk or poster. For 
the Ghent meeting, grants of less than £100 (or the € equivalent) will be available to student 
presenters who are travelling from outside of Belgium. The actual amount that will be payable 
is dependent on the number of applicants and the distance travelled. Payment of these awards 
is given as a disbursement at the meeting, not as an advance payment. Students interested in 
applying for a PalAss travel grant should contact the Executive Officer, Dr Tim Palmer (palass@



palass.org) once the organisers have confirmed that their presentation is accepted, and before 
the 1st December 2010. Entitle the E-mail “travel Grant Request”. No awards can be made to 
those who have not followed this procedure.

Contact

To contact local organisers Thijs Vandenbroucke, Stephen Louwye or Jacques Verniers, please 
send an e-mail to: annualmeeting@palass.org

Organising committee: Kurt Blom (Ghent University, Belgium), Marc Faure (Ghent University, 
Belgium), Pascal Godefroit (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences), Stephen Louwye (Gh-
ent University, Belgium), Tim Palmer (Palaeontological Association), Thierry Smith (Royal Bel-
gian Institute of Natural Sciences), Thijs Vandenbroucke (Université de Lille1, France), Jacques 
Verniers (Ghent University, Belgium) and Johan Yans (Facultés Universitaires Notre-Dame de la 
Paix, Namur, Belgium)

Scientific committee: Richard Aldridge (University of Leicester, UK), Emanuelle Javaux (Uni-
versité de Liège, Belgium), Stephen Louwye (Ghent University, Belgium), Patrick Orr (University 
College Dublin, Ireland), Thomas Servais (Université de Lille1, France), Robert Speijer (Univer-
sity of Leuven, Belgium), Etienne Steurbaut (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences), Thijs 
Vandenbroucke (Université de Lille1, France), Jacques Verniers (Ghent University, Belgium)

We look forward to seeing you in Ghent!


